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Award is icing on top of the cake 
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                                                              Catering Director rewarded for teaching efforts

A decision to improve her knowledge before “being let loose on the public” has led to an Allerdale woman winning a prestigious University award. 

Melissa Townson has received the Tim Curtis and Partnership Award this week after being nominated by her lecturers as “an outstanding student”.

The 45-year-old, who received £200 prize from the University of Central Lancashire (UCLan), set up her own training company running food safety, nutrition, licensing law and trainer training courses but Melissa decided she needed to head back to the classroom for extra help.

“The Awarding Bodies that I train for required me to have fairly basic levels of teacher training, and I felt I that by gaining additional teaching qualifications I would be able to provide a more effective learning experience for  my students, particularly as I only had a small amount of teaching behind me,” said the 

College West Cumbria" 
Lakes College West Cumbria 
student.

She started on the Preparation for Teaching in the Lifelong Learning Sector (PTLLS) course and that gave her the learning bug. She then completed the Certificate in Education before enrolling on UCLan’s BA(Hons) Degree in Education and Professional Studies.  It’s even more remarkable as she holds down a full-time job as Director of Catering at St Bees School.

Melissa said: “I’ve been lucky enough to be able to get some part-time teaching work at the College but what is marvellous is that I’m now teaching students on the PTLLS’ course that I started out on.”

She added: “I am unbelievably proud to have received this award – probably more so than when I graduated.  It’s been an amazing learning journey so far and to get this prize is just the icing on top of the cake!”

The ceremony, now in its 24th year, provides a lasting tribute to Tim Curtis, a former Deputy Director of the University who was instrumental in establishing UCLan’s Partnership College Network and who believed in ‘taking learning to the learners’.  

Deputy Vice-Chancellor Alan Roff said: “Tim Curtis initiated academic opportunities for thousands of students to reach their full potential. The awards are a fantastic occasion to celebrate the success of our partner college students while honouring the memory of a man whose academic legacy survives to this day."

UCLan’s partnership network was the first to be established in the sector, enabling higher education study to be undertaken at further education colleges. Through the partner college network students can study for a UCLan degree closer to home, at their local college, while utilising the facilities at both the college and the University.
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